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With one curving, granite-clad stroke, the Museum of Jewish Heritage - A Living Memorial to the Holocaust has enlarged by almost fourfold its home on the Hudson River waterfront at Battery Park City.


The museum's Robert M. Morgenthau Wing, which will open next week, is the first significant physical expression of the cultural rebirth of Lower Manhattan since the attack on New York. And it may change the character of the institution itself by integrating it more into the downtown community.

That is because the public will be admitted without charge to the spatial centerpiece of the new wing: the Memorial Garden terrace, a landscape of boulders and dwarf oak trees designed by the artist Andy Goldsworthy.

Overlooking the garden, and sharing its view of the Statue of Liberty, will be a 100-seat kosher cafe run by Jeffrey Nathan, proprietor of Abigael's on Broadway, at 39th Street. This will also be open to the public.


Through the garden and cafe, many more visitors may be exposed to this six-year-old museum, which has suffered from its seemingly remote location. (To make matters worse, it was closed for three weeks after Sept. 11, though the fast actions of a building engineer spared it from significant damage. It had to close again for two months earlier this year during construction.)


"We see the opening of the wing as a way of rededicating the museum," said David G. Marwell, the museum director. The garden is "intended to be a resource for the public," he said. And while the cafe is an amenity for museumgoers, he said, "it will be a nice place for the neighborhood."

Rochelle G. Saidel, author of "Never Too Late to Remember: The Politics Behind New York City's Holocaust Museum" (Holmes & Meier, 1996), said that the museum might "end up somehow as part of the memorialization of 9/11."


"This is making it part of the community as well," she said.


The museum's existing home is a three-story, 30,000-square-foot hexagonal structure with a ziggurat roof. It has room for a permanent exhibition - "Jewish Life a Century Ago" on the first floor, "War Against the Jews" on the second floor and "Jewish Renewal" on the third floor - but not much else.


The four-story, 82,000-square-foot wing forms a gentle arc around the hexagon, to which it is linked on three floors. It is named for Mr. Morgenthau, the Manhattan district attorney, who is also the museum chairman.


It is to be dedicated Monday and will open to the public on Wednesday. The first exhibition in the new wing, "Ours to Fight For: American Jews in the Second World War," begins on Oct. 21.


This show will occupy a third-floor gallery, part of which will later become a center for the videotaped testimonies compiled by the Survivors of the Shoah Visual History Foundation. The new wing has a 375-seat auditorium, Edmond J. Safra Hall; a rentable catering hall with seating for up to 370; the cafe, Abigael's at the Museum; classrooms; offices; and a gift shop.


Between the buildings, in the Memorial Garden, is "Garden of Stones" by Mr. Goldsworthy, who was chosen in an invited competition sponsored by the museum and the Public Art Fund. Dwarf oak saplings will be planted this week and next in 18 hollowed-out boulders. (The Hebrew word for life, chai, carries the numerical value 18.) Seemingly growing right out of the rocks, the trees will symbolize the resilience of life in the most barren environment.


Both buildings were designed by Kevin Roche John Dinkeloo & Associates. The new wing cost $60 million, of which $30 million has come from New York City and $2.65 million from New York State. Donations, pledges and commitments amount to $18 million, Dr. Marwell said. The remaining $10 million is being covered by borrowing against a line of credit at Bank of America.


In the tumble and noise of construction it is hard to believe that the building will be ready for its Monday debut. But Dr. Marwell exudes confidence. And the institution has a record of surviving travails.


Efforts to create a Holocaust memorial in New York began in 1946, a year after World War II ended. A plaque still marks the first intended site, in Riverside Park, near 83rd Street.


In 1981 Mayor Edward I. Koch appointed a task force that evolved into the Holocaust Memorial Commission, of which Mr. Morgenthau and the developer George Klein were co-chairmen. The museum was incorporated in 1984. Originally planned for the former Custom House on Bowling Green, its site was soon moved to Battery Park City under Gov. Mario M. Cuomo.


Because the museum's fortunes were tied closely to contributions from the real estate industry, it suffered when the market collapsed in the late 80's. Construction did not begin until 1994. It opened Sept. 15, 1997.


Four years later, enjoying the largest early-September attendance it had seen, the museum was planning to break ground for its new east wing. Then, on Sept. 11, it was engulfed with the rest of downtown in warlike chaos. Staff members watched helplessly as people trapped in the World Trade Center jumped to their deaths. When the south tower collapsed, Frank Camporeale, a
building engineer, ran to the museum roof and managed to shut the vents and louvers to prevent debris and ash from infiltrating the space.


Though the building emerged undamaged, it sat within the frozen zone. On Sept. 20 Dr. Marwell received his instructions from Mr. Morgenthau: "Open it up. Go forward. Don't break stride." After the checkpoint was moved north, the museum was able to reopen on Oct. 5.


But the forecast for downtown was murky when Mr. Morgenthau resolved to go ahead with the east wing project. "I'm a great believer in momentum," he said in an interview. "If you sit back and say, `Let's see what's going to happen,' you're going to lose that. Besides, I didn't want those bums, those terrorists, to destroy what we wanted to achieve."


Dr. Marwell said, "At that moment the wing became the Robert M. Morgenthau Wing for me." The naming, Mr. Morgenthau said, was something he resisted.


Ground was broken Nov. 27, 2001. For a time trucks bound for the museum site with building materials were mixing in traffic with trucks leaving the trade center site with rubble and debris.


"A significant part of our message here is rebuilding after tragedy," Dr. Marwell said. "It's unusual for people in our field to have an experience that makes their messages come to life in the palpable way this did."

